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Partnership sets sights on  

ending homelessness  

  
By Carolyn G. Schatz, Staff Writer   
  
Article Created: 11/27/2007 09:47:29 PM PST

Homelessness is as broad an issue as the county  

is big, and the new San Bernardino County  

Homeless Partnership has set out to tackle the  

burgeoning problem with a 10-year action plan.   

  

Within a year, the partnership hopes to come up  

with an ambitious plan to not only curb  

homelessness but to end it, said Isaac Jackson,  

coordinator of the county's Office of Homeless  

Services. The agency was created along with the  

homeless partnership by the county Board of  

Supervisors in September.   

  

The county's first homeless summit, held  

Monday, laid the groundwork for finding  

solutions and won commitments from dozens of  

elected officials, including the mayors of San  

Bernardino and Rancho Cucamonga, to address  

homelessness.   

  

Ending homelessness is an aspirational goal,  

said San Bernardino Mayor Pat Morris, who  

throughout his term has challenged the city to  

develop homeless strategies.   

  

"It will take an immense amount of political will  

and investment in affordable housing,  

investment in job training and investment in  

mental-health programs," Morris said.   

  

Morris walked the streets in March as part of a  

homeless survey for the county, and helped  

identify 1,915 homeless people. 

"By far, the largest population of homeless is in  

our city - the county seat," Morris said. "Most of  

the services are here."

Yet the reality of homelessness' costs has not  

sunk into the public consciousness, he said. 

"Untreated, it's incredibly expensive for us. The  

costs are off the charts," Morris said. "They  

habitually end up in ERs, they are habitually  

picked up by police and arrested for  

misdemeanors, they habitually rotate into the  

court system and our expensive jails and  

prisons."

Housing a homeless person in prison costs up to  

$49,000 a year, he said. 

"To do nothing will result in fiscal chaos," he  

said. "We have to be smart about homelessness,  

and we haven't been."

Homelessness is a growing problem for San  

Bernardino County, increasing 39 percent over  

the past five years, from 5,270 in 2002 to 7,331  

this year. 

The homeless partnership, led by Jackson and  

Patricia Nickols, chief executive officer of  

Community Action Partnership, hopes to engage  

public and private agencies, faith-based groups,  

businesses and the community in resolving the  

issues surrounding homelessness. 
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"We must address NIMBY-ism," Jackson said,  

referring to the "not in my back yard" stigma  

toward housing the homeless in residential  

communities.   

  

"A homeless service center has to be placed  

somewhere in the county," Jackson said. "And the  

county is so big, we will probably need one in  

several places. It has to be in someone's  

neighborhood."  

  

Housing tied to one-stop centers that provide  

the homeless with the services they need - from  

housing to health care to financial assistance to  

job placement - is key to ending the cycle of  

despair and chronic homelessness.   

  

Another critical element is winning the public's  

acceptance. The partnership plans to educate the  

public through town hall meetings and homeless  

fairs on the type of people who need their help,  

Jackson said.   

  

The chronically homeless, according to the  

classic definition, are those with a disabling  

condition who either have been homeless a year  

or more or who have had at least four episodes  

of homelessness in the past three years.   

  

They are the high-end users of hospital  

emergency rooms and are in and out of county  

jails, Jackson said. The vast majority have  

mental-health issues, and many are substance  

abusers.   

  

Along with these problems, the partnership will  

deal with episodic homelessness, Jackson said.  

Such episodes can be caused by loss of  

employment, death of a family breadwinner,  

long-term illness or other factors. 

The anticipated 10-year plan will be a living,  

breathing document to be consistently updated,  

Jackson said. 

More than 300 cities and counties nationwide  

have developed comprehensive 10-year plans,  

which helps draw federal funding. 
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